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FAITHFUL 


And 


Vile Servant. 


Diſcovered in a Sermon preached to 
| the Parliament of the Commonwealth of 


England, Scotland, and Ireland, at their late 
private Faſt in the Parliament Houſe, fan.g. 1656. 


— 


By Matthew Barker, a Servant of Chriſt, and his Church in 
the work of the Miniltry, at Leonards Eaftcheap, London. 


— 


And his Lord ſaid unto im, Well dine thou good and faithful 


ſervant. Matth. 25. 21. 


Keep therefore aud de (my STATUTES and JUDGE» 


MENTS ) for this is your wiſdom, and your 


ſts ding 


in the ſight of the Nation, which ſhall hear all theſe Sta- 
tutes, and ſay, Surely this great Nation is 4 wiſe and u-. 


derſt anding People. 
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To the Truly Honourable, the 


Parliament of the Common- 
wealth of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland. 


H E Great Leſſon that the 
Lord hath been teaching manin 
all Ages (which, alas, he hath 
yet but 4 little learned), 1, That 
he us nothing without God, Da- 
vid ſo#ght to teach his Son So- 
lomon ths, in that Pſalm that 
he comspoſed on purpoſe for him, 

Exce the Lond build the Houſe, rhey labour in 

vain that build it Except the Lord keep the City, 

the Watchman waketh but in vain, Salomon he 
knew was to ſucceed him in his Throne, and to have af- 

fairs of a Publiqut and weig wth — in bis band's, 
and therefore would have veſt thus firſt cud 
beſt Rule in Chriſtian policy, The the crearure acts 
in all things in vain, herein ir acts without God. 

A2 No 


"The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


No rule is more needful for Magiſtrates to learn, 
and which when once well learned, and well practi- 
ſed, will of all other things (if the world could but 
once believe it) moſt avail to the proſperity and ſucceſs 
of their Affairs. 

bes God called Gideon forth to 4 Publique Work, 
he firſt tells him he would be with bim; and then 
adds, Go forth in This thy might. 

Ff the Creature goes forth in any might but this, it 
i 4 poor weak thing. 

It is Recorded in Sacred Story, that the Iſrae- 
lites followed Saul trembling , when he went to 
Buttel againſt the Pluliſtims. 

They thought they ſhould be lrong , and victori- 
ous when they had gotten 4 King, and no ſooner had 
they him, but they follow hum trembling, Such will 
all creature ſtrength be to us, it cannot deliver us from 
Fear, and Falling ; or be 4 Rock to the heart of 
Man. 

Tour A this (Right Honourable) was 
that 257 — franc — to ſet apart a day 
for a more ſolemn ſeeking Aid and Counſel from 
God ; and wherein you was pleaſed to call for my 
poor Service in that days work, together with two 
others far more able, That we might do for you, 
(according to what Jonathan did 10 David when be 
was in ſtreights, in the Wilderneſs of Tiph) ſtrengtb- 
en your hands in God. 

Tow were then as in a Wilderneſs, and you did not 
clearly ſee your may; but have your hands been ſince 
more ſtrengthned in Gad? 

Tea was pleaſed to command (for ſo i your Defire 
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te me) that 1 ſhould || k ſomthing from the Lord 


te your, and what 1 ſpake, as it was calculated for 
your Meridian, ſo I intended it for no wider a Sphere 
then the Walls of your own Houſe : But ſeeing you 
are pleaſed to call for it to walk abroad, I have 
obeyed you, though not without ſome reludtance: 

The Work you met upon was Serious , and the 
Day Solemn; ſo that I durſt not but preach plainly, 
4s thoſe will find that read. 

Only I muſt acquaint you, that the latter end of 
the Sermon I preached not, bec au ſe I was prevented 
7 the time, chuſing rather to be abrupt then te- 

ious. 

Which indeed was a 2 Motive to me 10 
geild it to the Preſs; and that I might preſent that 
1% your Eyes, which I could not then preſent to your 
Ears. 

And here and there I have added ſomthing above 
what 1 ſpake, as being then compelled to ſhorten, where 
I could with leait loſs. 

Ss that this I can ſay, I have preſented you with 4 
fuller expreſſion of what was in my thoughts and 
papers in the Sermon as Printed, then the Sermon 4s 
preached. 

VF hat-ever it à, though it ſhews forth much of 
my weakneſs, yet I affure you it ſhews forth my hearty 
willingneſs to ſerve Chriſt, and to ſerve you in a ſub- 
ordination unto him. 

One generation pa eth, to make way for another; 
and ſo men ſerving their generations, have pat away 
that others might come in , Moles was taken off, that 


Joſhua might come in, and David te make way for © 
Salomon; 


— 
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Salomon; 4nd fo ther Powers , and Parliament 
bave pait away tomake room far you. And now ye are 
pen the Stage, and therefore endes vour to dd Ne- 
bly, to Ad Gallantly , as ftanding in the view, not of 
men only, but of God, and that when you ge off you may 
ge off with the Applauſe , I will aut ſay of men, but of 

God himſelf. | 
There i Providence that orders in what Gene- 
ration every man ſhall be brought forth; and there- 
fore every man ſhould be enquiring, why was 1 brought 
forth in this generation, and not another ? And what 
i the work of this Generation wherein the Lord ex- 
petts that I ſhould come forth, and ſerve him? And 
it is Satans deſign and policy to amuſe men about 
other work that concerns them not, that fo be might 

divert them from that which « their proper work. 
And ſhall I be bold here, (Honoured Gentlemen) 
to put you in mind of that, which 1 hear hathbeen 
ſeme time already under your conſideration ; and that 
is to do ſomething toward the payment of the debts that 
get behind upon the Publique faith, eſpecially to the 
er ſort : Many poor honeſt people live yet in hope 

that that Faith will not fatl. 

I know the wants and expences of the Nation are 
great, yet Mercy and Fuſtice never to this day did any 
wrong 104 State. 

The cendition alſo of poor Priſoners, that wonkd pay 
if they could, as I was ſolicited to preſent it beforeyou, 
42 bumbly leave it to your Faſtice and Wiſdom is con- 

r of ut. 

1 know alſo your work is great , and God may ont 
out move work for you, and for bis prop le im this Na. 
— 1101 
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tion ers long, then 
happy thing to have & 


. us in. 
0 42 take heed that calm times do not make u 
ſecure, and ſettle in the world, 4 

Tes know when Sampſon ſlept in Delilah's lap, __ 
then he loſt his ſirength,, and loſt God : and when he — 
went to rouſe up himſelf as at other times, then he 
felt his weakneſs. 

So if through ſecurity , and lying inthe lap of any 
beloved Delilah, we do fall aſleep , we hazard the 
loſs of our ftrength, and the departing of Gd, and 
then when we may be called forth to any wort, we may 
ariſe and think to prevaile as in the days of old , when 
alas our ſtrength is gone. 

0h be watchful , faithful , low in your own eyes; 
and the lower you are thus, the more will God de- 
light to honour you , and the more honour he puts 
wpon you; the lower be you ſtill. 

As we read of Moſes, Gideon, David, Sa- 
lomon , yea and Saul, when the Lord campige 
call them forth to publick work, and put, honowr 
wpon them , then were they loweſt in their own 


tied 10 what work God 


es. 
y God delights to work by ſuch Inſtruments that 
are low in their own eyes; yea that may be low 
in the eyes of others z, that glory may bee his 4. 
lone. 


And to be ſerviceable in your Generation to 
Chriſt , his People , and the Nations whereof you 
are the Meſdengers : if you pleaſe at your leiſure to 
peruſe the following Diſcourſe , you ſhall find it p 
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be your greateſt Int our Trucft Wiſdom , 
and 4. | Fra my | — * 
cover it; ſo, that you may eminently attain it, 
ſhall be the eurneſt prayer of him, who would fain 
approve himſelf to be the h 


Faithful Servant of Jeſus Chriſt , 
and of 


Your Honours in him, 


MarräREW] Barker. 


FAI S 5 FUL 
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Delivered in a Sermon preached be- 


fore the Parliament , at their late 
Faſt, January 9. 1656. From 


Pſal. 2. 10, and part of Verſ. 11. 
Be wiſe, now therefore, O ye Kings, be inflrutted ye uages of 
the Barth, 


Servo: the Lord with fear, &c. 


1 9 
„ : 


His Pſalm is an eminent Propheſie of the 
of the Meffiab, and ſo acknow- 


yet Davids Kingdom was not ſet up 

fo mech for ic elf 46 to be a type and 
ſhaddow of another Kingdom to be fer 
hough it be the moſt bleſled 
| that ever aroſe, —_ 3 
ery 
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the whole world in a 
we have 
1.A Diſtribution of che perfuns, the 
that ſtood up in oppoſition to it 
and that bot borh of Gentiles 
and of Jews, And the prople imagine « vain thing ? verſe 1. 
And ſecondly, The Kings and Rulers of the earth; The 
Kings of the Earth ſet themſelves, and the Rulers take ( oun- 
ſel together againſt rhe Lord, and againſt bis Anainted, v, 2. 
a ſhews implicitely at leaſt 1 they do eſpecially 
ſeit,v/z. in the Laws, Statutes, and Ordinances of it; Let 
reak_ their Bands aſunder and eaſt away their (ords from Ms. 
verſe 3 3. This Kingdom comes to lay bands upon men, to 
lay Laws and yokes upon the luſts, and licentiom — of 
man, which he tannot bear- 
3-He (Rews what ſucceſs they meet with in their oppoſitions 
as oo 2 bad work, ſo it meets with as bad ſucceſs : for it 
„ | 
1. God laughs at them; As a company of mad-men, buſying 
chemfefves about their own ruine, verl. 4. Be that fits inthe 
Heavens ſh lang h them. © | 
2. He ſpeaks to them, and that is his wrath, he gives them 
warning to forbear, as in verſ. 5, Before he falls upon them, 
he doch admonith them of feuern things; As 
1. That it was bis King they oppoſe a King thee he himſelf 
had ſet up, as in verſ. 6 2 (t L VA NG 
2. — — letled and deu ge by bis Jecre 


livery and ſalvation of man, e 
manner yole'6þ = 


office until his Reſurrection; As the Apoſtle alferts. on. 
24 9.70 tis end inſt din, and roſe, ard revived, rer be 
might 
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3 omaha 
em, hears King that he had given univerſal 


dominion to; J will ive thee che Hegghen far 


„ and the — parts of the earth fir thy 
re ver(. g. 


Theſe things they are N we ory 
when this preyailes not: then bs. he falls ypon 
and he breakes them in pieces, Thou ſhalt be Fl pon em 
— ns thou ſhalt da ſh them in pieces life a Potters Ve 7 
as verſ. 9 
Now in the three {aft verſes of he Fiat he makes appl= 
cation pf the whole difcourſe , and applies e 
to the Re and overnours 'of the Ear 
either becauſe they are che 2 * to poo the 
dom of Chrift , as feari their 1 
. 1 77785 ny be their 
jecting to it, is likely to 45 at 82 or its 
rainment throughout the world he applies ir 
of ferion ſerious advife and connſel to : Not 
1. Firſt, he adviſeth them tobe wiſe,and well inſtructed ; 
( as it behoves men in power to be men of wiſdom) Be wile 
— , © yr Kings, be inſtrutted qe Fudges of the 
E 
2 Heteſs them wherein they are to declare their wiſdom; - 
Serve the Lord with fear , rejoyce with trembling ; Ki? the 
Son, which he preſſeth by a double argument. 
* 1. "46 incommods, from the 22 evil ang miſchief that was 
likely to enſue in caſe they not thus ; Leaft be be ang), 
a—_ periſs in the way, when hu Wrath is kindled 


2. Ab #til;, from the great and bleſſed advantage that 
* follow Ly it. in caſe they did; Bleſſed are all they 
hat put their triff in bim. Thus you have in brief the Ana- 
iyſis of the Pſalm: But, I muſt go back to my Text, which 
in nothing elſe, 481 4, but a pe of ſerious and whollowe 
oun 


2. Here are the perſons, to whom it is particularly dire- 
Red ; the Kings, and 7udges of the Earth, they are the per- 
ſons eſpecially admoniſht to ſerve the Lord. 

3- Here is the manner how the Lord is to be ſerved, Serve 
the Lord OW: abr 

4 Here is the motive or argument is Counſel is 
enforced ; And that is, This will be their 3i/dom , hereby 
they will ſhew themſelves wiſe men, men well inſtrutted, 

1. Firſt, I (hall ſpeak to the matter, or ſubſtance of the 
Counſel : which is, ſerve the Lord, where we have: firſt 
the Act, ſerue.; and the Object about which it is conver- 
fant, The Lord, 

The AR, Serve; The word Service, as applyed to God 
or Chrift, is taken either more ſtrictly , for that ſervice we 
perform when we are upon ſome part of his inſtituted wor- 

ſhip, as prayer, hearing, &c. and ſo is enjoyned in the ſe- 
cond Commandement, and is ſo taken, Ai: 26. 7. 

Or elſe it is taken more largely, for any duty of Chriſtia- 
nity , any action of mans life , which he performes in obe- 
dience to the will of God, and ſubordination to his glory: 
and ſo it takes in all the other 9, commandements , and is 
thus uſed, Row. 12. 11. 

And as I conceive alſo in the Text. 

Then for the Object. The Led. In the Heb. Jehovah - 
And whether it is God the Father here ſ or Chrift 
who is the King mentioned before, that was ſer up, 6nd 


as in the Son. | 
And then for the perſons that are thus more particularly 
admeniſhe to ſerve the Lord , they are Kings , and F udgrs , 
men that ſic at the upper end of the world. The eminency 
of their place doth not the more acquit them, but rather 
the more ingage them to ſervice : Though they be Kin7s, 
yet there is a King eminently above them, from whom their 
power is derived upon them, and therefore they muſt ſerve; 
If they be Judges, yet there is a „ — they, be- 
fore whoſe tribunal they muſt ſtand, be judged, and 
therefore they mult be — N 
So that the main propoſitions from hence reſulting, 
which I ſhall inſiſt upon, is this, 


That the great work that every man hath to do in this Do#7. 


world , eſpecially thoſe that are fer down in places of pow- 
er and ſeat of judgement , is, To be ſerviceable to the Lord. 
This is the work we come into the world for, and if this be 
not done, we ſhall give but a ſad account of our livesto the 
Lord God made all creatures for ſervice , the Sun, 
Moon , and Stars for ſervice , the Clouds, the Air, the 
Fire, the Earth for ſervice, &c. but much more Man: 
And it is a monſter in nature for the creature not to 
ſerve its end. As for-the Sun and Stars above to confine 
their light within themſel / es, and not to ſend it down up- 
on the world ; for the clouds to hold in their moiſture, and 
not to reſolve it upon the earth: for the earth to impriſon 
its and virtue within its ſelfe, and not ſend it forth in 


grafs, corn, and fruit for the uſe of man and beaft : would 
not this be a monſtrous thing in the world > So for man to 
be ſerving himſelf with thoſe powers and abilities that God 
hath put into him, and not the Lord, is a thing as abfurd 
and anomalous. Look through the whole Creation, you 
ſhall not find any creature that was made for it ſelf : every 

creature 


* 
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creature is ſerving ſame end without ir ſelf. So is man 
much more made tor en end without himſelf , which is to 
ſerve the Lord. | 40426 | els 

So that, (Right Honourable): my work I come upon this 
day amongſt you, is to put you in mind of your Deb, I 
mean that Homage, Duty, Service, and Subjection, which 
you all do owe to the Lord ; and which muſt be paid by 
every one of you : for though the Debt of Sarufattion 
which through fin we owe to the juſtice of God, he remit 
it forChriſts ſake to his people. yet the Debt of Service which 
we owe to his glory, he neither hath remitted it, or ever will 
remit it o any of the ſons of men. 

But that we may a little underſtand what it is to ſerve the 
Lord, take this ewofold diſtinct ion. 


There is a ſerving God either mediately, or more 

immediately. 

Firſt , As to the Mediate Service, The whole Creation 
ſervech God; by and through man, the creatures without 
reaſon, without ſexce, and without /ife , do ſerve their Crea» 
tor, as they hold forth to man ſuch footſteps of his glory 
wherein he may admire, praiſe and glorific him. 

The greatneſs of the works of God ſhew forth his great- 
neſs , their beauty his beauty, their perfection his perfe- 
Rion , their order and workmanſhip, his infinite wiſdom ; 
their courſe, and motion, his providence in the world. 

Or elſe they ſerve God through man, as they ſer ve to 
maintain him in his Life, and Being which being maintained 
are to be ſubordinated to the Lord, and to his ſervice : The 
Sun ſends down its influence that man might live, the clouds 
diftil theit moiſture that man might live, the Sea ſends forth 
its waters that men might live, the Earth brings forth its 
fruit that man might hve ; all do ſerve che life of man, that 
the life of man might ſerve the Lord 

2.There i a more immediate ſerving God, and ſo there are 
but two ſoꝰts of creatures, Angels, and Men, whoſe ſervice 
can immediacy refer to God. For no other ereatures = 
capable 


capdble of 
have not nnderft; to know him, Wills to cloſe 
with him; and ſo not capable of applying themſelves to him, 
or looking at him in any thing they do. 
The f cond Diftinftion n th N 
There is a ſerving the Lord, ex Intentione, and 
preter Intentionem. 


1.Preter Intentionem, or accidental as to him that ſerveth; 
and ſo wicked men, who thought of nothing leſ then ſer- 
ving God, yet have eminently ferved him. A Nebuckiad- 
nc r King of Babylon ſerved a great fervice for God 
again Tyrus, EK 29. 18, 19, 20. and God gave him the 
land of Egypt for bis wages, though he intended nothing 
leſs ther to ſerve God in that Defigne. ul 

And ſo the King of Aſfyria was employed by God to e- 
ecute his yergeance upon the hypocritical Nation of the 
Jews ; Howbrit (ſaith the Text) he meancerh not fo, nit har 
doth His heart think ſo: #s you read I/. 10-6, 7. 
And fo when Paaſhe executed che vengeance threatted 
upon the houfe of ebe, 11 King. 15. 29. and when 
Zimri executed the vengeante threatned upod Hab, 
1 Kings 16. 12. and when few executed the env of 
God upon the houſe of Ahab, it was ſervice donefor God; 
though they did not do it with an intention of ſerving 

m: yea the moſt eminent Propheſies upon Record have 

fulfiled beſides the mention of the inſtruments : As 
that of Chriſt's being crucified for the redeewing of the 
world : Pilateand the Jews cthonghe of nothing leſs then the 
ſalfilling the counſel of the Lord in hat they did, or in ſer- 
ving his decrees, or his glory therein, though they were emi- 
nently ſer ved hereby. 

2, There is a ſerving God ex Intemtione;when the mind and 
heart of man God in what he doth, And this is the 
ſervice that God calls for, and the Text calls for, and doch 
alone find acceprance with God. 


Now 


Sam 13, 


Now to this intentional ſerving God, there are three 
things veceſſary, that it find acceptance. 1. That mane 
—— | 2. That his rule be right, 3. his 

. | 

I, lier his Principle be right. It is ſomthing of God in 
man that can alone aright ſerve God. So ſaith the Apoſtle, 
Heb; 12. 28, Let us have grace, whereby we may ſerve God 
acceprably. Now grace is a divine principle, and it is only 
this whereby a man can ſerve acceptably. 

The Apoſtle ſpeals in Heb. 11. of many Heriick, acts of 
ſervice done by theſe ancient Worthics, as Abel, Noah, 
Abraham, Iſaac, Moſer, &c. But that which gave them 
their acceptance was the Principle, they did them by Faith, 
ſaith the Text, and tells us in verſe 6. that withone faith it is 
im poſſible ro plea/e God, There muſt be the out- going of the 
ſoul toward God in that ſervice which finds acceptance; 
Now no principle can act the foul towards God, but that 
which is divine, and ſprings from him. 

2. As bis Prixcip/e,ſo his Rae muſt be right: for God muſt 
be ſerved according to his own rule, which is his revealed 
Will; and where the rule is dark, we muſt either forbear 
until God doth clear it up, or elie act up to it, as near as the 
liga we have will lead us. And this is the prerogative of 
mans bove the creatures below us, though they all act by a 
rule; and co an end which their Creator bath fer them, yet 
they are not capable of underſtanding. either their rule or 
their end; but man is, and therefore if he would be acce- 
pted. he muſt have reſpeR to his rule: As Sau, be offered 
Sacrifice, which in it ſelf was a good thing, and the caſe was 
ſomwhat urgent, for Samael came not, and the people be- 
gan to ſcatter from bim, and the Philiſtums to gather toge- 
ther againſt him, but becauſe he walked not by rule in that 
action, he was rejected of God. 

Mans righteouſnels lies eſpecially in bis conformity to the 
Rule ; as the Schoolmen ſpeak of a Lex eterrs in Deo, an 
eternal Law according to which God doth all his works both 
in Heaven and Earth, which is the righteouſneſs of God: 

So 


_— — n 


10 Nas pride Faſt, e 9. 1656. 


$0 there is l ve, Lex ſeripra, a Law written either 
inwardly in mans heart, in the Scriprures, which 
is the rule of mans walking ; and conformity thereunto is 
the ri of man. 

His Emd muft alſo be right : For God is not ſerved when 
he is not our end. A man may be praying, and faſting, ro 


Fn, geen dog jt not at 4 © png ame pn 


— — —— 
— they lie more open to the view of men; but 
that which God eſpecially looks at in man, and which i is the 
moſt material thing in his actiom, is his end. Somtimes 
when a man ignorance mift miſtakes his rule, 3 
end be upright, be may be accepted notwithſta Ag 
the Apoltle in Row, 14. tells us of two ſorts of 
that Church, ſome that 


— —— wr rig ate Bans 
wot the tothe Land, he dh not reg«rd "it. And 
— to the Lord ; ; and ſo boch living and 
the Lord's ; #3 he alſo 


ſpring 

day, and this 1 And what may be 
needfut by way of Argument to confirm it, 1 preſenc 
ihe Apphcain, ch — make the beſt improve · 
ment I can of a time to us 
and affeRions both together. 25 ber 
this be to ſer ve God, as you have h 
ſerve God without the ſpirit of God. to teh gr: 
tion of men that are indeed ſerving God in the 
. —— 


A — — — 


mult be ſerved i and no mas cia 
de ſpirit. -; The A 


—— 4 
Ea wes were dead to their firſt busband 
Law, that they might * — — 
him who is rated — e 
thus married 7 That we might briag forth fru unto 
By marrying wich Chriſt, — — we come 
to partake of bis Spirit and ſo to bring forth fruit unto God. 
The Spirit is that divine ſap which is — from Chriſt the 
root into thoſe ſouls that are in union with bim, a 
. 
there is a threefold work of the Spe thar maſt $a 
pon man before he can be made a true ſervant. 
WI. Tanke ee th be convinc'd of that 


Now d man without the (giric, ha 
heat: (peakathar be an ſbllt of biel, by bis own. 


of Atheiſm that "grows id all our 
* it, that are oe to know 
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conrinidcimatn farting God 
Coma man bebe he enzers dpon 
thoſe , 
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— 66 war fnch bred — — the 
=_ wages; now man 
convinc'd that Gods work will have a reward, 
— reward; this inclines him and draws him to bis 
fervice: now the Reward that God gives, it excels, 1. In 
che of it. no retard can march ir ; whar ever the 
Devil or the World may offer, yet God dot inſirutely out- 
da them, what chey offer is bur a piece of fight and” fa- 
ding vanicy but what God offers is a weight, an eternal 


glory. . 
be Reward muſt needs be great, becauſe God rewards 
not on to mant work, but according to the 
riches ot his own grace, and bounty: : A great King ac Accounts 
it his ſhame to give a mean reward , be muſt do all things 
ke himſelf : Ic is ſaid Neg. 1 l. 16. of thoſe bel 1788. 
archs, God was not aſhamed to be called their God ; ? for 
faith the Text, be bath prepared for them « Ciry ; chat is, 
if God had nor well provided for chem „if he had not pre- 
pared a glorious habitation for them, ſomewhat hte him- 
ſelf, be might have been aſhamed to be called their God: o 

This Reward excels in the fureneſs of ir, It will certainly 
come, T we may fail of ſace:ſs in our work, 
ſhall not miſſe the reward of it, as the Iſaiah 
I{ai-49- 4. 1 have labewred is vain, there he miſt his fucceſs, 
yet my juds ment is with the Lord, and my works with my God 
there be finds the reward. And it is the argument, 
1 Cor.! 5. vlt. let us abound in the work of the Lord, and 
the Argument is , not only becauſe there is a reward, but 
the reward is fore ; as lung a wer labour 14 never in 
vain in the Lord. 

It is true God doth defer it, at leaſt the greareft part of 
it; bur why is ic ? that he might learn us to live upon T ap. 
He having os ſuch — — he may preſume 
that we Have to ſupport encourage us — 
the reward be for a ſeaſon deferred ; Therefore ſuith 
Apoſtle Heb.10.35: Caft wot away ace which has 
great recompence of reward : 2 — not ſee the re- 
compence, 


— 
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compence, we poſſeſi it not; therefore he adds, yet a lis- 
te while , and he that ſoall come will come, and Will not tarry, 
and the juſt ſhall live by faith. 

2.The ſecond work of the ſpirit is a work of mortification, 
Mans ſelfiſh nature muſt be mortified ; elſe be will be ſer · 
ving himſelf, and not the Lord. That life in a believer that 
ſerves the Lord, ſprings out of the death of his carnal life : 
as man ceaſeth to be his own , ſo doth he come to ſerve the 
Lord, and live to him. 

The meſſage that Aſoſer carried to Pharaoh from the 
Lord was this, Lermy prople go. that they may ſerve me ; 
they muſt go out of the Land of Egypt, and from under 
the power of f hub, that they might ſerve the Lord. 

So muſt man go out of that felfiſh nature that keeps him 
in bondage, and out of the of the infernal Pharaoh, 
before he can be capable of ſerving God. And this is done 
in us by the Spirit, that ſmites thoſe enemies that held us 
— chat we might go forth into the liberty of ſer- 
ving God; pride maſt be ſmicten , and ſelf-love muſt be 
ſmitten , and unbelief muſt be ſmitren, &c. before any man 
doth indeed enter into the Lords ſervice No man, faith 
Chriſt, can ſerve two Maſters ; eſpecially two Maſters whoſe 
commands are contradictory ; now every luſt is a Maſter, 
which man is ſerving, and till the Spirit crucifie them, man 
cannot be ſerving Jeſus Chriſt. ; 

3. The third work is a work of rexovation, The faculties of 
the ſoul muſt paſs under a ſpiritual renovation before they 
can be fic to ſerve the Lord. For I am not of their opinion 
who think that if luſt be mortiſied, the ſoul would of it ſeif 
return into its primitive courſe ; as a river that is ſtopt, if 
vou remoye 17485 it = ot it _ — 
hangs in che ayr by a ſtring, if you cut t ing, of it ſelf 
it falls to the centre: but there muſt be — — 
fſaſum , a principle infuſed from above to act it towards 
the Lord, and in his ſervice. 

- Luſt, it is a confining thing, it makes man dwell at home, 
and ſerve himſelf, but grace is enlarging , it 0 — 
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of bimſelf, and brings him home to the Lord, and to the 
ſervice ofthe Lord. He that is a fic ſervant for a Prince. muſt 
have many accompliſhments to fit him for it: And ſo would 
I dwell here, I might ſhew you how many things ace neceſ- 
ſary ro accompliſh a man for the Lords ſervice, 'as Faith, 
Love, Hope, Humility , Self denyal, &c. are all neceſſary ; 


that he may be 4 veſſel of ben prepared for his Maſters 2 Tim. 2. 21, 


naſe : For natural accompliſhments may fit a man for the 
ſervice of man, but man muſt be accompliſht from Heaven 
to fit him for the Lords ſervice : But I paſſe. 


That which I infer next from the Doctrine, as more Uk z. 


ſuitable to the day, is matter of Lamentation: Ah, may 
we not-mourn over our felyes, mourn over the City, mourn 
over the Nation, yea, mourn over the world, that chat 
which is mans great work, is laid afide as if it was none of 
his work; at leaſt other work hath the præeminence : Oh 
that the Devil that hath no true tight to us, for he neither 
made us, nor bought us; and that payes no wages but 
death, and miſery; and that the luſts of the fleſh, ro which 
as the Apoſtle faith, we are no debtors, yet theſe ſhould 
have more real, more free, more chearful ſervice then 
then Chriſt , to whom we are indebted by ſo manifold in- 
ga , and obligations 

is is true, but ab, is it not fad ? Hath not Chriſt, think 
you better deſerved of the World ? Hath he not? Might 
not Jeſus Chriſt iſe himſelf, that after he had manife- 
ſted ſach ſtupendious love, as to lay down his life for an un» 
done , that they ſhould be ſo amazed, fo raviſhe 
with this love, as to be ambitious who ſhould love him 
moſt , and honour him moſt, and ſerve him moſt ; that 
the very uaming the name of Chriſt , ſhould be argument 
enough to provoke them to ingage in any ſervice for 
him, 

Yea and after he had laid down the price of his blood, the 
greateſt price that Heaven or Earth could give to purchaſe 
us , might he not promiſe himſelf, that che Sons of men 
would no longer be their own, but his, wholly ny” © 
4 , 
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alaſſe, we ſee nothing lefle then this in the world. Men 

aſter all this are their own , live to themſel yes, ſerve them 

ſelves, and Chriſt and bis ſervice bath, are deſpiſed , and 

rejected of men, may not Heaven and Earth even tremble, 

and be aſtomiſht at this ? 4 

Or, when men are ſerving Chriſt, do they ſerve bim with 
the beſt, do they ſerve him with ſuch life, and vigour, as 

they ſerve themſelves , and the world; do not they bring 
him che lame, the blind, the torn, the maymed , as if any 
thing was good enough for Chriſt; as I crebaam made Prieſts 
of the loweſt of the People; ſo do men think the loweſt of 
their affeQions , the very dreg of cheir time and ſtrength 
good enough for God. 

Was there ever ſuch love, as that which Chriſt ſhew'd to 
the world , and was there ever any carriage ſo unworthy, 
_ — unſuſſerable as that which Chriſt receives from the 

orld ? , 

We have the Type of this in the Nation of the Jews. You 
know God did wanderfully for that people; brought chem 
out of Egypt by an out ſtretched arm; and carried them 
through 
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wilderneſs by a continual miracle, and then 
ſctied them in a pleaſant land, ſuch a land as could not, for, 
all things, be matched by any upon earth; migh: not now 
God expect, think you, eminent love and ſervice from ſuch 
a people: but when they come into the good land, they 1 
preſently defile it with their Idolatries, they forget the 
workes of God : and as the Prophet Peremy expreſſeth it, 
T hey ſay not, where is the Lord that brought us ont of the Land 
of Egypt, that led ws throvgh the wilderneſs ? &c, So aſter 
all che wonderfull works of power and love that Chriſt hath 
wrought for the redemption of man, and for the bog 
him in an beavenly inheritance , Oh how much is this Chri 
forgotten ; How few are there that ſay, where is this Jeſus 
that hath done theſe things ; Ob where is he, that we may 
adorn bim , that we may embrace him, that we may devote 
our ſelves , and all that we are and have to him: Ah, maſt * 
not this be for a Lamentation this day , may we not lament | 

upon 
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pon Chrifts account, 7 ic be ſhould be ſo much deſpiſed, 


ard his ſervice neglected, — ———— ͤ ͤ 
ſhould no — re Norah heir own Intereſt, then to 
ing other Nafters and caſt bm off. 


But to come a little nearer home, May not we particular · 
A over or ſelves, and the Nation this day? Oh 

e mercies that England hath received | But have we not 
too ſoon, too ſoon forgotten them ?-Harh God been fer- 
ved under his mercy, and ferved with his mercy as he ſhould 
** been? Do we #sk after the God of our mercies, and 

, Where is the God of all theſe mercies? Where is that 
=O that delivered us from the Bondage of Popery and du- 
perſtition in Queen Marys days ; and thoſe 
Ceremonies, and ſu ions Innovations in the late Pre» 
lats days? Where is that God that appeared for us at Kei 
ten, Newberry, Naschy, Dunbar, Worerftev; N -: >; 1 
Might nor God promiſe bimtelf, thar when be had deli- 
us out of the bands of our enemies, We would ſerve lam 
without fear, in r igh ttouſneſs and holineſs al the 2. 4 aur 
life ? But do we %? 

And that when he bad delrvered us from tho — 
ons that were intruded into his Worſhip; he ſhould have — 
pure N and pure Ordinances ſet up among us 
a joyful and boly walking in them : But is it thus? 

And that when once the danger of Saints meeting t 
. ther, called Conventirting, was removed, they would fall 
into a ſweet and bleſſed communion and fellowſhip among 
themſelves: But Alas is it thus? 
As alſo might not God expect that thoſe which fuftered 
gender: were delivered together, ſhould joyn beart 
topethet, to promote the common Intereſt of 
— ＋ che Common Enemy : bn found a 


"Go dend tbe Teak, Zuck 8. 19 ies 6 deliver 
them, and turn the Faſts of the fourth, fiſeh, and ſeventh 
moneth into joy and gladneſe, and cheerful Feaſts ; and 
dat therefore they ſhould love the Truth, and Peace. 


nd HAS Ger in 4A » 
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Is Peace preſerved ? Nay, Is not the light of Truth darkned 
by pernicious Errors, and the beauty of Peace * 
by unhappy diviſi ons? And muſt not theſe things 
Lamentation this day ? 

2 fra ns ab oy late 

was a mentation among the 
2 a holy zeal for deal cke 

vation r my, 9's How man 
have ſet their Conſciences free any ſuch duty, and 
others are running back to the Jewiſh Sabbath, and he 
more then every one is aware of ? And the firſt ſtep to fall 
to the latter. muſt be the off the former. 

Tbat which I ſball next infer the Truth in hand, is, 


— - ihe, chat chat which is 
be mf minded. And ſeein Foo 


—— inted us to be 


panel — to ſpeak to God for you. ah {ps 
give me leave * that which is the 
Priviledge of this Houſe, to ſpeak freely. And I ſhall be 
bold to ſpeak to you, as ſtanding + ny the Lord this day, 
in a threefold capacity. 1. As Men. 2. As (hriffiant. 
3. As Magiſtrates, and the T&USTEES ot the three 
Nations. 
Firſt, ere 100 as men you are 
engaged to ſerve the Lord: 
Firft, Have you not —— your Brings from bim? 


Hath not he made you, and not you. your ſelves ? Doth not 


then the Law of Creation engage you to ſerve him by whom 

you are, or elſe you bad never 
There are cettain! Duties which Divines call Natural 
Worſhip, which the light of Nature doth dictate to men, 
and are due to him very Law of Creation; as to love 
God, fear him, him; ſo alſo to ſerve him, and refer 
Our. 
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NN never did, nor never will 
ene wich to tbe ſons of men: So thut he that lives in the 
4, 4 r this man 
| very Dittares of natural light, and againſt 
the Orig and Fundamental right which God claims to us, 
8s being bis creatures, and the work of his hands. Shal! 
the thingehat is formed ſay to him that formed it, What haſt 
thou to do with me? And, wherein am 1 indebted to thee ? 
Shall not God enjoy his own Creat#re ? And doth be enjoy 
it. if it is not ſerving him ? 
Secondly, As man was made by the Lord, ſo be was made 
liarly for the Lord; He made the reſt of the Creation 
to ſerve man, but he made man to ſerve himſelf. He fur- 
nid tym och ſuch Faculties of mind, that rendred =_ 
of kpowing, praiſing, and ſerving his Creator a 
is wer this one —— in this — world that God 
made peculiariy to ſerve him, and ſhall he be (diſappointed 
in that one ? 
Nay, ſhall the reſt of che Creatures keep their tation, and 
ſerve their end, and man not ſerve his ? 
When God would Arr4igne a people that was rebellious 
againſt bim, he calls Heaven and Earth co hearken, 1/a.1.2. 
ar O Heavens, and bearken O Earth + Why ? What 
ſtrange thing hath God to bring forth'? Why this; 1 have 
vouriſbed and broug ht up children, and they bave rebelled againſt 
me. As if he had ſaid, Is there ſuch a thing to be found out 
in the whole Creation, that any creature which God had 
made, maintained, and ſhewed bis power and goodneſs in, 
ſhould rebel againſt him ? O Heaven! Is there any fuch 
thing to be found with you? © Earth! Is there any ſuch 
thing to be found in thee ? May not the Heavens, and the 
Luminaries above, riſe up againſt man, and ſay, We have 
obſerved our place, kept our diſtances, runs our race, pour- 
ad down our influences according to the Law ſet us in our 
Creation ? May not the Earh riſe up and ſay, I have ſtood 
firm upon my 245 I have brought forth my increaſe, 1 
have been ſerviceab/: to man's being, and man's d light, by 
D thoſe 
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thoſe varieties of fruita b have brought forth to Him, fn 
to his caſte, fragrunt to his uf; gu benuts fd] to his 
e now t 
creatures ſerving thee, O man, and what, art not thou ſer- 
ving the Lord Ds dg heed ep er NT 
owe to thee, and wilt nor then hand up that ſer vice 
chou oweſt to God ? Shaltche workfrek atthee'?: What? 
at thee | It is obſervable that whieh we tend in Gen. 1. That 
God did not ſay of the works that he had made, that they 
were very 2 he had — — JL. — them 2 

20d before, but now very ; x now made 
EE ů — the Creation, and that 
was made capable of bringing in- to him the glory of his 
works, and ſo took the greater pleaſure in them upon that 
account: and therefore man ought to be careful that God 
be not diſs ppointed in him, 

Thirdly, It is. mans Exzellency and Glory to ſerve the 
Lord. | | 

The expelency of every thing lies in its ſerving its end; as 
of a kxife in cutting. a pen in writing, &#c. Now man be- 


ing made for the Lord, as his end; it is his exce/leacy to be 


ſerving him. | 8 

It is natura to man to ſerk aſter ExceMency. Omne diſi- 
derium ad ſupe riora teudit. Some men ſeek for it in a great 
eſtate, others in Rale and Dominivy, others in iſdm- and 
Learning, &c. according to mens ſeveral Conftitutions and 
Apprebenſionr, ſo they ſeek after ſeveral excellencies ; but 
ti ue excellency conlilts in a mars upright and faithful ſerving 
his End. He that doth moſt eminently ſerve the Lord in his 
gent ration, this man doth moſt excel. 

Solomon ſaith, Prov. 12. 26. The rightrous is more excellent 
thn lit Neighbony : and this is the thing wherein he excels, 
becauſe it is he only that is ſerving the Lord. In other things 
his neighbour may excel him. ang 

The conmendationthat God gives to Ma/es at his Fane» 
ral was this, that he was the ſervant of the Lord, Gen. 34, 
5, 6. So Moſes the ſervant of the Lord died; and he _—_ 


N 
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im 41 4 + alley, in the land: 
— gd i the Hononrable, Maſes the 
Prince, Met the Scholar , Maſes the Braw'ijnl; But 


s.was Moſer big chief excellency, — derypen 
de Lord Though other e ncirs may commend man 
mor e to the world, Walde cer commend; man to 


Fourthiy, Conſider this, not to ſerve the Lord is the 
higheſt ſ»jsfice :: We with-bold that from God which is his 
Due: For ſervice is a debt that we owe him, and ſhall we 
dare to robGod ? |. 1... 1 72 
What ſaith the Prophet alachy, clay 3. er. 8. - 
man rob God ? Scaxce could there be foynd among the Hea- 
then any {0 profane and /acrilegions, as to dare to rob their 
ods, though they were but dumb Idols; and ſhall any man 
S then to cob the living God 7 To give away that ſervice 
to to Satzn, to encoaching luſts, which of dug 


unto . \ 

Give aunts ¶ aſar the things Which are ¶ aſars, and unte God 
the things that are Fx 

Ceſar expects to bave his due; if men do not give it, (a- 
ſar will take it: and what then ſhall not God much more 
have his due ? And will he not ſeverely require it at their 
bands that do with-bold it : 

Parliaments are the Supreme Conres of Fuſtice, the Fun- 
rains from whence 7 »/tice and Judgement are to run down 
like a ſlream throughout the Nation; and ſhall you (Right 
Honourable) you that are Fountains of Jultice, be guilty of 
that high Injuſtice your ſelves, as not to reſign 2 — 
ſelves, and all that you are and have, to the ſervice of God, 
which is the debt you owe bim, and the Due, be expects 
g e 

ifthhy, Again, Conſider this, (for I yet ſpeak to you as 

men) 2 do not ſerve the Lord, this is that which will de · 

ſtroy you : for if a thing will not ſerve its end. we caſt it 

away : If a Pex will not write, ifa Kaife will not cut, if a 

Needle will not ſowe, we caſt Hom away; for what = 
2 
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19 


— 2 — 4 
w _— —— ihs « dw 9 — — — 


Luke 13. 7. 


they good for, when they do rot ſerve cher End 2 © 

So when we plant a Tree to bring forth Fruit, it be· 
come barren, we cut it dow; and make fu, of it 
— — ett . 0 
to de as Tree of Rightronſnrſt, to 
ſer vice and o to him; and if he 
ſerves not God's end; Will be not ſay as 
ren Fig tree? Cut it dows, Why cumbreth i 
Thoſe men ſhall become fuel to God's fafice, 
be ſervants to his will and glory. Ts. | 

Was not this har which the o The 
Lord had made man to ſerve himſelf; but when the Lord 
ſaw that mankind was and thar 
— — — bn uy nd cn 

im ; os we repent ofany work we have , when 

Tae ery ken xr it was that 
God deſtroyed him from off the face of the Earth. © 

It is a true ſaying, 1» nibilum valet, quod non valet in finem 
ſawm : That is good for nothing, that doth not avail to its 
end: So that as we would not be caſt away, and cut down, 
and deſtroyed, it doth concern us to be careful that we ferve 
our end, which is to ſerve the Lord. i 

Sixthly, In the next place, conſider, If a man doth not 
ſerve the Lord, he ſpending his for that Which © mot 
bread, and bus labour for that which 2 we. For if a 
man doth not ſerve the Lord, the fruit that he will reap of 
all bis other ſervice, will not ſatisfie him. Every man ex- 
pects when he comes to receive the fruit of his cyavel,to find 
ſomthing that may be as bread for his foul to feed upon, and 
be ſatisfied ; now no travel, no labour, but that which is 
expended in /erviag God, will bring in that fruit which may 
give reſt to the ſouſ of man ; becauſe it can fetch him in 
— good, which is too narrow to ſatisſie the 

Solon on in the Book called the — gives us a C 
ralogwe of the ſeveral vanitie that he had obſerved under the 
dun; and one is. this, which he —— 
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All the lalour of man i ſor bis month, and yer the belly is mot 
d. Man labours and toyls. and yet he hath not out of 
all bis labour, that which can fill his appetire : His appetite 
is capable of more then his labour can bring him in, which 
was 4 vanity he obſerved. 

Bur now he that is in fi-ceriry ſerving the Lord, when he 
comes to enjoy the fruit, and the reward of his ſervice, he 
ſhall find that which will be ſar-f# Ti» to his ſoul; for he 

ſhall find God himſelf both in that ſcłvice, and eſpecially at 

As the good ſervant in the Goſpel that had faithfully ſerv- 
ed the Lord, was bid to enter into his Aſaſters joy : Other 
ſervants that are ferving the or /d, and fervi their Luſts, 
> 6 may enter into the joy of the creature, the joy and 
pleaſure of fin, but not into the joy of the Lord, which is 
only that joy that can ſatisfie the heart of man. 

Laſtly, capſider this, If a man doth not ſerve the Lord, 
he doth not Live: I ſay again, he doth not live, It is true, 
take life-in a large ſenſe, ſo it is the whole activity of the 
R caſonable Saul, diſplaying it ſelf in the ſeveral actions of 
man in the world: But take life in a ſtricter and Theological 
ſenſe, and ſo it is the a5vity of the ſoul,de(playing it ſelf by 
the power of the ho/y Ghoſt, in the ſervice of Gol. So that 
when the ſervice of God s the Sphere, and the Spirit the 
» | * Prixciple of the ſouls activity, this is moſt truly and proper- 

life 


, The Apoſtle faith ofthe * that liveth in pleaſure, 
She is dead while ſhe liveth. 

The Widdew indeed, She ſerverh God day aud night, as he TI. 5-6: 
ſaid before: But ſhe that liveth in plicaſure, nor ſerving 
God, is dead whiles ſhe liverch. 

I ſuppoſe you have heard the ſtory of him that was con- 
verted in the latter end of his days, and therefore would 
have this Inſcription upon his Tomb after his death, Dis 
ſui in Mundo, parnm vixi : I have been long in the world. 

4 but I have lived but a little: For that life which man lives 
whiles he is ſerving himſelf, and acting his luſts, and promo- 
ting 


2 


reer DIED | wee, 


"A Seoman preas A before the p arliameus 


at firſt reveived from in innocency, that it iy» 
ite anocher, and not that le, as if he that had lived the 
ſe of a man ſhould come to live the life of a bealt : as N 
nn 
ife: So t a man is in ity ſervi s 
this is his original life, and bis bed life, Jo | 
Thus I have ſpoken to you as wes, and the ingagements 
ſee that lie upon yon on that lowelt account are very 
rong , to be ſerving the Lord; but thoſe that follow are 
yet ſtronger, wherein, I ſhall ſpeak to you: | 

2. Secondly, as Chriſtians. Chriſtians I mean, not in the 
largeſt ſence , as Baptized only into the name of Chrilt , but 
in a ſtrifter ſence , as gs into his Spirit; for I believe 
I ſpeak to many iuch at this time ; and as ſucb,you are pecu- 
ny ENCE For, | 

1. Firſt, you are thoſe that the Lord hath Cn pe- 
culiarly bought, for though Chriſt in a more general ſeace, 
hath prrchaſed all men, yea the whole creation; for his 
Lordſvip and dominion over all creatures, comes in upon him 

n the account of his death; yet his death, and the par- 

+ of it, doth more peculiarly relate to his people. Being 
the Sawviewr of all men, yet eſpecially of thoſe that believe . 
Now the Apoſtle argues, 1 Cor. 5- laſt, concerning the be · 
lieving Corinthians, Te are not your own , why? For ge are 
bought with a price: What then? Therefore glorify Co in 
vour body, and in your ſpirit Which ave the Lords. 

As a ſervant that is but hired, is ingaged to ſerve bis Aa- 
ſter , how much more if 6ought wich his money, as thoſe ſer- 
vans under the Law. So that the Lord hath a ſtronger tte 
to you then others; as being not only his by the more com- 
mon right of Creation , but the more peculiar right of pyr- 
chaſe: And the price that purchaſed you is not Silver and 
Gold, which yet are accounted the moſt precious things in 
nature, but the b/-od of Chriſt, the , of God, wich 
is indeed the greateſt that Heaven or Earth could yeeld. So 
that Gods expectauon cannot but be greater upon his peo - 
ple 
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| ſame Apoſtle 2 Cor: J. 14, 15: If ine died 
for all then were all 2 they which hue fould wot 
forth live unto themſelves , but unte him that died , and 


aſe again 

ee , we were indeed all dead, but we are 

rchaſed from death into life by Jeſus Chriſt ; and this life 
now, we are not to live it to our ſelves , but nnto him by 
whoſe death we come to live. | 

2. As Chriſtians you are Married to the Lord. He bath 
divorced you from your firſt Haand, which is the Flerby 
which you were in League wich, and obedient to, and he 


bath married you to himſelf. ; 

Now why are you thus married, the Apoſtle tels you 
Rom. 7. 4. We ave married to him, that ts raiſed from the dead, 
that we ſhould bring forth fruit to God: We are married to 

iſt Crxcified, that we might be dead to ſin ; and to 
vt raiſed from the dead, that we might live a new life, 
which is, 0 bring forth fruit to God. 1 

As we know in Marriage, a man marries a wiſe , that ſhe 
might bring forth her fruit, as by ie, and not by ano- 
ther, ſo to himſelf» and not to another alſo : Now this is 
to ſerve the Lord, when the fruit we bring forth , we bring 
it forth not to our ſelves, but unto him 

And we know alſo by the Law of marriage the wife is not 
her own, but her Husbands , and hath nor over her ow 
body, but the Hniband , as the eApoftle ſpeaks 1 Cor. 7. 4. 
So is the caſe here, ye that are married to the Lord, the 
Law of that ſpiritual R 5/ation dorh take you off from being 
your own, or having a power over your ſelves , fo as to be 
ſerving your ſelves; and doth ingage you to be the Lords, 
and to be ſerving him, 

3. As Chriſtians, and Saints, he hath beſtowed more coſt 
and workmanſbip upon you then upon others, he hath for 
med you for himſelf. 


He hath Created you again. So ſaith St- Pan/, Fph.2.10. 
Wt 
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in bim: but to what are we cod wot ks, thas 
8 ee creed? Tug he 81 
? 


Why was it that the Lord did ſo expect fruit from his 77. 
nejard, Iſaiah 5, and ſo wondred when be found it not, 
it was becauſe he had S colt cd eee 
it? He had fonced it, Tf og Ceres 
plant ed it with Ei — * 7 E 
ſhould bring grapes. Had not the Lord beſtowed ſo — 
workmanſbipupon it, he would not have had * Aragon 
tion upon it. God expect: better and 2 
his people then from others, that they 11 
is ſngular, and ſerve him at a more Spiritual and excellent 
rate chen others either do or can , and that upon the account 
of that workmaenſoip he hath beſtow'd upon them. 

It is ſaid 1 Kings 10. 12. That King Salemes made of 
Alung trees Pſalteries and Har ps for Singers , to the 
Lord. So all the ſpiritual! carving and poliſhing God 
beſtowes upon the Spirits of his people, is but to make them 
inſtruments of ſervice and praiſe to himſelf. 

4: Conſider again, Doth not the Lew of Love, as you are 
Chriſtians, i ingage you to S the Lord ? How can we 
ſay we love if we do not ſer ve him? The Nature of 
love is to deny it ſelf , and overlook it ſelf , that it may ſerve 
the perſon beloved. Amor iff Do Amantis in amatum. 
Through love, the true lover beſtowes himſelf upon his be- 
loved. and if himſelf much more his ſervice. #x «#7 dau 
ur The inet: as that Ancient ſpeaks , it /uffer 5 not a man 
to be bis own. Now can we juſtifie it to Chriſt or our own 
Conſciexcer that we love him, if we beſtow not ourſelves in 
a way of ſervice upon him? 

is the reaſon that men are ſo ſerving themſelves ? 
is it not becauſe they eve themſelves 2 It is this ſelf love that 
doth confine man within himſelf, and makes his charity not 
only, (according to the Proverb) to begin at home, but = 
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end at home alſo : But now when man doch indeed love the 


Lord, this ſame carries him out of himſelf, and reſigns bim 
up to the Lord, and all that be is and bath, to be 


to the Lord. 
Laftly, that Chriſt reigns in out Hearts, 
if me are not ſerving the d ? For che great end of Chriſty 
is to ſub dus in man his fe. it Narwe, whereby be 
buen n 
have ſer vice from 
* 5 —.—.— n 
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That as Chrift's R ergne and & ing 
of man, ſo doth be ceaſe from bi 


Let — — . cy, , as 
Chriſtians ; and now give me jeave alſo to ſpeak a few words 
to yon in that capacity wherein you meet in this Houſe, that 
is, as or Parkament- men. 


And in this wore Paklique a«blique and Politique cu —— 
to ſerve the Lord : For Talent that is in out 
— — uſe. For what va Takent, 


but any Ai or Opporrnnaity that is in the hand of man, 
he may bete the priſe and ſervice of God: 
And e there are more T alents, there will be the more 


-- FE Talent in the Pale, was 
becauſe he hid that one in the Barth, and i 
fuppoſe that be that had the five Ta/rnes 
have bid chew — have been panifh' five 
mes more ? 
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Men that have great Eftares, great Authority, great In- 
tereſti, and act in a wider Sphere then other os thy 
have greater advantages in their hand, fo their ſin, and their 
puniſhment will be greater, if they (I do not ſay abuſe them, 
for the «»profirable Servant did not fo, but) neglect them, 

The Magiſtrates of the world, Kings, and fudger of the 
Earth,, are particularly called upon to ſerue the Lord, in 
the Text; and to Kiſs the Son in the next verſe ; For what- 
ever power they have, even as fuch, is derived from Chriſt 


the Mediator ;- By whom Kings R tigne, and Princes Decree * 


ement. For Chriſt is not only King of his Church, but 
— the VVerid; and To the — of the world are 
derived from him, and are to be ſubordinate and ſubjeRed 
to his honour ;/ and (ſo far as they are concerned) to the 
Affairs of his Kingdom in the Earth, © - * | 
I intend not to enter that perplex controverſie of the Ma- 
giſtrare's power in matters of Religion, about which I find 
a double Extream ; The one in that opinion of EX ASTUS, 
that would have no other Government in the Church, but 
that of the Civil Magiſtrate, and his power to interpoſe, e- 
ven in the Iztrin/ich affairs thereof. — 
The other is that of the 7eſwirer, whoſe Maxime is, 
Maſiſtratus nil ſtatuat de Religione. And1 have heard it 


aſſerted, That nothing of the firſt Table, or of the Sol of 


men, doth at all fall under bis cognizance : which I humbly 
coneciye to be an Extreme on the other band: For without 
8 ſomtbing may and ought to be done by the Magi- 
— * befriending of the Goſpel, and its progreſs in 
e world. 
I ſhall only ſpeak of thoſe things which I think moſt ſo- 
ber men will grant ; becauſe it is a cender point. 
. Without queſtion he is to do nothing to binder the 
preaching and ing the Goſpel within his Dominion : 
3 a right to be preached im all Nati- 
ons. The Apoſtles bad a Commiſſion from him that was 
King of kings, and Lord of lords, To Go and teach all Nati» 
F ' ond 
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ons ; and therefore they might by vertue of their Royal 
Commiſlion from him, demand of the ſubordinate Kings 
and Rulers of the Earth a free and ur- paſſage 
their ſeveral Dominion, for the publiſhing of this 
Goſpel, in any part of them. And they were not to be ac- 
counted 1»eraders, in any Nation, or any City, which they 
might enter into for the diſcharge of their Commiſſion. 

2. Becauſe the Goſpel bath ſuch a &ight, Magiſtrates 
ought not only to ſuffer it, but to remove outward Obſtru- 
ctions that may lie in its way, and that may binder the paſ- 
ſage and progreſs thereof: And he doth but that which is to 
have a free paſſage the world. 

So that if any ſhould ſhut. their dores againſt the preach- 
ing of it, he may command them to be opened; If any ſhould 
lay hands upon the Diſpenſers of it, to reſtrain them in their 
work, he may command that they be ſet at liberty; if any 
diſturb and interrupt them in their work, he may forbid all 
ſuch diſturbances: Yea, if the people will not come to hear 
it preached, but be ſpending their time in drinking and re- 
velling, and the like, when they ſhould be atte upon 
it, he may command them to give their attendance upon it, 
at leaſt in one place or another; eſpecially ſuch as own the 


Chriſtian profeſſion, as we do generally in this Nation. 
3. He is not only to remove ions, but he ougbt 
to countenance the true Preachers and Mini 


ters of the Goſpel in their preaching, and the Profeſſors of 
the Goſpel in their prefeſſn. He is to take them under the 
wing of his Governmenr, and to protect them in their juſt 
Libernvcs againſt all oppoſers ; and to furniſh them with con- 
venient places for their meetings, and publique Worſhip; 
and to provide what maintenance may be neceſſary for the 
furtherance of the preaching the Goſpel, and ſpreading of 
it, as Conftanrine did in his time. And all this he is to do, 
becauſe of that Swpream Right that the Goſpel hath from 
— Tg S{GOTN to be | in the 
wor - 

4+ But laftly, He may alſo open the ſame account ons 
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—— man will come and preach another 
then what the „bad a commiſſion from 
preach , and will preach d ſuch Dofivine bs will tend tothe 


— The — 
to give to that, liberty ; much leſſe countenance, 
revelacion of the mind of God, which he hath decreed to be 


entertained of men. - 17 
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underſtood to ſpeak only of thoſe opinions, 

2 er reed rg and that way of truth 
which God hath revealed for the ſalvation of theworld, and 
which may be accounted inthe number of thoſe Here fer that 
are damnable , and not of leſſer miſtakes either in point of 


Dedtrine or Diſcipline wherein the both bave and may 
differ: for in or not fully certain, 
there ought to be a » leaſt the truth be reſtrai · 


Neither have I pleaded for the puniſhing of any mans 
perſon meerly, becauſe he holds this or that opinion ; what 


I have ſaid is that the Magiltraze is under no ingagement to 
errour 
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errouy as errour, or to give liberty to the of thoſe 
9 8. 1. But there are ſuch e »wrove#fer in religion, 


chat we know not how to be ſure what is" a truth, or what 
is errour; and ſo we may oppoſe truth in ſtead of errour, 
and make way to errour in ſtead of truth. 

Anſrer. Are we not ſure that the Chriſtian Religion, 
is the true Religion : if we are not ſure of that we leave our 
ſoules in a deſperare hazard, and lie ſadly open to the ſnares 
and temptations of the Devil, and of men Canning to de- 


ceive. 

But if you ſay , you are ſure the Chriſtian Religion is the 
— — may you not then be ſure alſo of thoſe great 
truths, which are as the piu upon which it ſtands? 


he was really in the nature of man, and that in 
he ſuffered death for the Redewprios of the world? 

May we not be ſure, that he is riſen from the dead, and 
lives for ever, 
died ? and that he will come again to judg the world ? 

May we not be ſure that the Scrippares are the written 
word of God, and the vii of our Faith and obedience, 


by which all light io the hearts or DoEtrines of men is to be 


= be ſure tha ted by Faich 
Again, may we not t we are ja. ich, 
and not by the works of the Law ? 

May not we be ſure, that there ſhall be a Reſurreftion of 
mens bodies at the laſt day, and that ſome ſhall riſe to eter · 
nal life, and others to go into everloſting fire, &c. 

If we cannot be ſure of ſuch things as theſe, my preaching 
may be vain, and your Faith alſo vain. 

Objeft, But the Magiſtrate is not to determine what is 
truth and what is errour. 

Anſw. 1. Ido not fay he is 30 determine, yet I ſay he is 
to be inſtructed, as the Text ſpeaks, and to know which is 
the true Religion, and the great truths upon ES 
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we not be ſure that 5%, Chriſt is the true oſſi ab, and that 
that nature 


making interceſſion in that nature wherein he 
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built, and when he knows them, he is to give freedom, 
countenance, and — —— may to them. And 
if ſome Magiſtrates have through ignorance, or prejudice, 
turned their power againſt the truth ; yet it was their duty 
to have improved their power for it in thoſe wayes, and up- 
on that ground that I before mentioned. His ignorance and 
— to diſcharge his duty, doth not at all exempt bim 
om it. 8 4s 

Thus I have ſhewn briefly , and I hope clearly, wherein 
the Magiſtrate may befriend the Goſpel, and the true Reli- 
gion; and ſo upon that account be ſerving the Lord. 

There are other things alſo of another nature , wherein 
be may ſerve the Lord; 

As in ſuppreſling open vice, and wickedneſs , putting 
down thoſe honſe that are the nowriſbers and maintainers of 
— I mean diſorderly — and T avernt — — 
we have yet too too great a ſtore every where, 8 a 
I perceive hath been done upon that account in the Coun» 
tries, and I could wiſh they were a little more narrowly 
lookt after in the City, 

God had a fad c.ntroverſie with Eli, though a good man, 
that when his Sons did wickedly, he reſtraind them not: He 
was a Magiſtra:e, and though he could not change their 
hearts, yet he might have reſtraind their practiſe. And I 
think this will ſome what befriend the Goſpel, and the paſ- 
ſage of it among us. 

And then as for other things wherein you may ſerve the 
Lord, as Enatting righteous Laws , doing juſtice, and judg- 
ment, relieving the oppreſt, eſtabliſbing the Liberties of the 
Nation, ſo far as may conſiſt with the juſt liberties of the 
people of God, and the ſecurity of that cauſe , wherein the 
godly of the Nation have been, and yet are ſo deeply inte- 
reſted, that our motion may not be Retrograde, and we looſe 
the things chat we have wrought, 

As alſo for the carrying on your affairs at Sea, and the 
war wherein you are ingaged with Spain , wherein you 
would ask counſel from Heaven this day, it is not for = b» X 
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adviſe any thing in theſe things, they being ſo much out of 
my ſphere ; I (hall only ay. TheLord direRt you. 
et only this I ſhall ſay, that the CMonarchy you have 
to do againft, is deeply defiled with blood, and with that 
blood which hath the loudeſt cry; ahd when its iniquity is at 
the full, and its defence taken off, it (hall be, as Cates faid 
of the Canaanites, but as bread for thoſe Inſtruments that 
God ſhall employ to take vengeance. 
Only let me bold humbly to adviſe you, as that which is 
of the greateſt concermment to the ſucceſs of your Affaire, 
That you would /nrereft God as much as may be in them all: 
For ſeeing you are men that do pretend to God in what you 
do, and have his Name upon you, you are to expect your 
ſucceſs to come in, not in a common way of Providence, but 
in a way of prayer, faith, and ſincere ſerving bim in all your 
undertakings. This is the third Inference. 

Fourthly, I ſhall infer ſomthing by way of 77 in a 
word or two, that we may a little know our own heartg,and 
whom we are ſerving whether our ſelves, or the Lord. You 
may know it, 

Firſt by this. If you ſerve the Lord in what you do, then 
you expect your Reward principally from bim: for the thing 
or the n that man is ſerving, from the ſame doth he 
expect his reward, He that is ſerving mas, txpects bis re- 
ward from an; He that is ſerving mammon, from mammen 
he looks for his reward: And he that is ſerving the Lord, 
he expects alſo his chief reward from the L: And the 

ſence of that reward which he (hall have from God, is the 
motive that quickens him more in bis work,then any he may 
receive from man. 

Secondly, He that ſerves the Lord in what be doth, bath 
his eye upon him as his ultimate end. He that looks no far- 
ther then himſelf, this mar-is ſerving himſelf ; let his work 
be what it will be, as I ſaid before. But when the Lord is 
Fin# operis, the end of the work; or at leaſt Finis operantis, 
the end of him that worketh, then is the Lord ſerv 
Laſtly, He that ſerves the Lond, he endeavours to g 
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coming, wherein all your 
returned into your Boſoms an hundred fold. 
Oh how n h dorh that man live, and how bleſſedly 
CTR Gig Lord's work in 
"Bleſſed are the dead that dit in the Lord, &c. for they re 
from ther labours, pt 71a wy Fre Rev. ” — 
their works are ceaſed as to the labout of them, but follow 
them, and will be with them for ever, as to the reward of 


The rich mans riches ſhall not follow bim, the 
mans pleaſures ſhall not follow him, nor the honowrs of the 
bonourable ſhall not follow them; but the faithful ſer vants 
works ſhall follow him, and be wich him for ever. 

It is ſaid of David, that after be had ſerved bu generation 
according tothe will of God, the fell aſleep, Acts 13. 30. How 
Dr 
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The Lord bimſelf will give Teftimeny to ſuch a man, as he 
doth to the faithful ſervant in the Parable; F Yell done thou 


cod and faithful ſervant. For a Magiſtrate, for a Miniſter, Nin. 15.21, 


a ( hriſtian to have an-E#ge from Chrift ; for the Lord 

himſelf to give an honourable Teſtimony to a man, and his 
ſervice, is the trueſt honour, and the bigheſt commendati- 
on. And though be be but a ſervant, yet his Maſter will 
make him ſharer with himſelf, and chat in the beſt ching 
r _ is his joy 3 Emter rhow into thy Maſters 
ſey: is not this exowgh to encourage you ? 
1 yer, if a ices word then this can be ſpoken , we 
have an expreſſion or two falling from Chriſt's own mouth, 
and recorded by Latte, chap. 12. which I cannot think of 
without wonder. 

The one you find in the 43, 44+ verſes, Bl:ſſed is that 
ſervant Whom the Lord when he cometh ſhall find ſo doing, Of 
4 truth I ſay unto ven, that he will make him. Ruler over all 
9 Les, in ver. 37. 
we have a greater word then this, which I durſt not have 
ſpoke, if Chriſt had not ſpoken it bimſelf : Bleſſed are thoſe 
ſervants Whom the Lord when he cometh ſhall find watching ; 
Verily 1 ſay unte you, he ſhall gird himſelf, and makes them 
. to fit down to meat and will come forth and /erve them. 

In the former expreſtion he ſaith, That all that be bath 
ſhall be at their ſervice ; and that is very much : But in this 
latter, be faith a great deal more; That he himſelf will gird 
himſelf, and pur himſelf as into the poſture of a ſervant, 
and come forth and ſerve them. And now, Beloved,who would 
not be the Lord's ſervant. 


And thus I have ſpoken to the matter of the counſel here 
given to the Kings and 7udges of the Earth, which 
is, to Serve the Lord. 

I ſhall next in a word ſpeak to the a, how the Lord 
is to be ſerved ; and that the Text faith, is With Fear, Serve 
the Lord with fear. 

F Though 
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Though they are Kings, and Jauges, and are 8 Terror 
to others, yet even they muſt ſerve the Lord with fc; and 
though they are men that uſually bave the greateſt defence 
about them, yet lie as open and naked to God as any others, 
and therefore muſt ſerve with fear. 


Queſt. But what fear is this they are to ſerve with ? and of 
what ? 

Anuſw. For the former queſtion, the Apoſtle reſolves it 
in that parallel Scripture, Heb. 12. 28. Let have grace, 
whereby we may ſerve God with Reverence, and Godly Fear. 
There is a baſe ſlaviſh fear that makes a man run from God, 
— 11888 and binds bim up from ſer- 
ving him. 

s the anpreſitabit ſervant, if he ſpeak his beart, was 
bound up from employing his Talent by this baſe fear : 
Matt 25. 24,25. Lord, ſaith he, 1 knew thee, that thou 
andy 8 man, reaping Where thou haſt not ſown, &c. and I 
was afraid. 

But the fear wherewith we are to ſerve God, is an inge- 
rmaous Son- like fear : Such a fear as | 

1. Springs from Love, and that Monoxrable eſteem we 
have. of God, which in Hebr. 12. is called Reverence : 
which Moralifts tell us, is an aſſection compounded of 
love and fear ; and is wrought in the beart by a due ſenſe of 
that greatneſs and goodne/s which is in God. 

2. Which quickens a man in /ervice ; For this true 
Fear, is a fifrong Incentive to ation. The Apoſtle to 

uicken thoſe dull Hebrews in their travel to the true Reft, 

oth endeavour to poſſeſs them with this holy Fear, H:b.4.1, 
Let us therefore fear, leſt a promt bring left us of entring into 
bu reſt. wy of ws bond ſeem to come ſbert of it. Security 
rocks the ſoul aſleep, but Fear awakens it, and ſets it a 
work. 

— 4 2. But what are they to be in fear of ? 

Anſw. The verſe after this Text doth in general tell — 

an 
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and that is, the Lords diſpleaſure, /f be be „ and you 
periſh ſaich the Text, and that, if his wrarh be kindled but a 
lierle , what then if he ſhould ſtir up all his wrath ? as the 
Pſalmſt ſpeakes. 55 

This fear is to poſſeſſe every mans heart, and is to run 
through all the 427; ns of his life, 

1. For natural actions, as eating, drinking, &c. we are to 
manage theſe wich an holy fear of diſpleaſing the Lord. 

2. For Civii and Political actions, as buying, ſelling, tra- 
ding and commerce in the world; him we are alſo to fear 

we _—_ him. 2 

3. As for Religious actions, praying, or heating, &c. we 
are to N theſe wich this holy — , leaſt — 
the Lord by formality , diſtractiun of thoughts, hypocrily, 
careleſmeſ1, or the like. 

But eſpecially Magiſtrates, for they are the perſons par · 
ticularly ſpoken to in Text. They are to _— the 
whole courſe of their Government with this fear of diſplea- 
fiog che Lord. They are all ſ#bordinared to him, and are to 
give up their accounts to him, and theretore are to be ex- 
— — that nothing in the conſtitutiom, or courſe of 
their Government be diſpleaſing unto him- And they do 
diſpleaſe Chriſt. 

1. When they oppoſe his inrereſt in the world, when 
Chriſt hath 2 work upomthe wheeler for the advance of his 
Kingdom, the eſtabliſhing of Peruſalm-, &c. then, when 
they oppoſe their oer to this intereſt, then they diſpleaſe 
him. As when Maximilias the Emperour , and ſome other 
Princes oppoſed Luther in that great work he was upon. 

2, Secondly, when they »eg/ef? his intereſt , when they 
do not come — won 1 — 97 — or op- 
portunity is in thei but are wholly ſwallowed xp into 
a more private intereſt of their own. As Xerox, was curſed 
not coming forth to help the Lord, Zadg, 5. 2.3. 

3. When they /#bordinate hivintereſt to their own, when 
they are carrying on an in:ereſt of Chriſt , but it is that they 

F 2 may 
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way eren 
ingraft a ſelfiſh def Chrifts ſtock , that it may the 
better thrive. > chu, in E upon 
the falſe — and Ahabs ich was but to 
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mm: phefie of Iſaiah , 
wherein the Lord is preſented — RI. ; the 
one is 34+ 1/aiah the beginning 

The indi ;nation of the [ons Do all Nations, and his fury 
1. pou all their Armies, verſe 2. 

T heir mountains ſhall be melted with blied, verſ. 3. 

And the Hoſt of Heaven I be diſſolved, verſ. 4. 

end my ſword ſball be bathed in Heaven, verl. 5. 

eAnd the ſword of the Lord is filled with blood, verl.6. 

Now if you ask me, hat means the heat of this great 
Wrath ? he tels you verl. 8. Ir it the day of the Lords ver- 
geance , and the yerr of recompence for the controverſie of 
Sion. 

ay 4 is 63. 1/aiah beginbing. Where the Lord 
is fer forth in his red Apparel , and his garment died in blood, 
and treading the Fine-preſſe of wrath: And the reaſon of all 
this you read in the 4. ver. For the day of Vengeance is in 
mine heart, and the yeer of my redeemed is come. 

We cannot touch in a tenderer part, then in his 
people, for they are the Apple of his eye. 

auſtin Martyr in his Apology for the Chriſtians, tells the 
Roman Emperours, that whiles the Saints, 
the Empire was afflicted wich Floods ,  Earth- quakes , Pe 
ſtilence, &c: It was not their tolerating, but their perſecu- 
ting them, that brought thoſe calamit ies upon them — 
— will ſooner bring down wrath upon a. people then 
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And on the other hand, to protect and Cheri the 
Saints, is that which God takes 4% ½% at the hands of 
Matiſtrates : and which is likely, eminently to conduct 
to the proſperity of their affaires, according to the pro · 
miſe in the 122. Pal. 6. They ſhall proſper that love ther. 
Only I would be underſtood as ſpeaking of true Saints, 
and they wa/king as Saints. 

But I haften to a Concluſion. And therefore I come 
now to the laſt part of the Text, as I divided it at the 
beginning, and that i the A hereby this Coun- 
ſel is enforced, ( for ſo I ſhallfmake uſe vf it) upon the 
Kings and Judges of the 3 This wil their i. 
dom and their underſtanding, Be wiſe now therefore, or, 
And now , be wiſe O ye Kings , bei Je that Fndg 
the Earth. 

God having before ſhewd them, that their oppoſition 
ap his Son, would be their — wp break 
them to pieces, he therefore doth adviſethem , as they 
would appear to be wiſe men, and men well inſtructed 
to ſerve him; whereby they ſhould ſave themſelves from 
that deſtruction that elfe would unavoidably fall upon 
them. 

Every man will be pretending to wiſdom , and it is a 
= defirable , that even fools that have no wiſdom, 

t 


et they will be wiſe in their own conceit. O Sapientia, as 
ſaid , ſed «bi er ? but where is widow to be found? 

The Grecian: theyjpretended to it; 1 (or. 1. 22. The 
Greeks ſeth, aſter wiſdom, they had their wiſe men, 
whom they called 2, and they loved to be applauded 
with a coe at the end of their Orations , and who hath 
not heard of their ſeven Wiſe men ? 

The Rymaens they pretended to it, as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks 1 Row. 22. Profeſſing themſelves to be Wiſe, they 
became fools: 

The Perſians they pretended to it, and they had their 
Wiſe men among them, who were called Magi. 
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The Pew: chey had their #i/e men, whom they called 

; and the Phariſees affected to be called Rabbi, . 

R 4bb;, which is as much as to ſay, a man of much lear- 
—_— wiſdom. 

t if you would know where true wiſdom lies, the 
Text tels us, it lies in ſerving God. The Yeyn of True 
Wiſdom runs all along in the /ervice of God. This is wiſ- 
dom, though not in the worlds bal/aree, yet in the Bal- 
lance of the SanRuary. 

The Oracle of Apollo was once conſulted to ſhew who 
was the wiſeft man. But it is only Gods Oracle that can 
reſolve this ; and that tells you every where it is the god- 
ly man, the man ferving God. 

And here firſt I (hall hew how it is the wiſdom of wen 
in general , and then particularly of Magiftrarez, to ſerve 
the Lord. Firſt in ; 

t. Is it not wiſdom fora man to be ſceking his own 
happineſs; and to depart from that evil which would de- 
firoy him ? We ſee this /»ſtint of wiſdom planted in the 
Nature of every creature, whereby it gathers into it 
ſelf that good that is con ucihle to its happineſs, gnd ex · 
pels and avoids, what it may, that evil which is'contrary, 
and ſo /eftraftive to it. 

Now he that is ſincerely ſerving the Lord, he is the 
only man that is pern, that good that is mans true 
happineſs , which is Ged b:1ſelf ; and avoiding and expel- 
—ä—ͤ—ͤ᷑ him , and that is fin : 

the conſequences of it. So that he is truly ſerving 
himſelf, that ſerves the Lord. 

As 7ob in his 28. Chapter brings his diſcourſe about 
wiſdom to this concluſion, in the laſt verſe, Brbold the 
fear of the Lora, that is Wiſdom, and to depart from evil 

And Salomon a man well able to judg of wiſdom and 
folly , gives us a character of both Prov. 22. 3. A pra- 
dent mas foreſeeth the evil , and bid:th himſelf ; the wicked 
paſſe on, and are puniſhed. 2. Is 
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2, Is it not wiſdom to beſto a mans ſervice and labour 
where it will turn moſt to his account? A wiſe man will 
not run and ſweat to catch a Butterfly ; He will fee whe- 
ther that which he toys And travels for will counter vail 
bis pains : For, what profir (faith the wife man, ) hath he 
that hath laboured for the wind ? Eccleſ 5. 16. Now no 
labour doth bring in ſuch a rich Revenue, doth ſo turn to 
a mans account, as that which is 6-fowed upon the ſervice 
of God. 

Again, Is it not wiſdom for a man to improve his ſea- 
fon ? T here i a ſeaſon for every thing under the ſun, faith 
Solomon ; and the wiſe man watcheth his ſeaſon : The wiſe 
Merchant will obſerve his ſeaſon ; and the wiſe Phyßci- 
as his ſeaſon ; and the wiſe Strareſman bis, and the wiſe 
Hunbandm um his; yea the Ant doth embrace its ſeaſon, 
the Swallow, the (ran, the Srork,, they do all obſerve 
their ſeaſons : And therefore the Apoſtle exhorts the E · 

ans, Eph. 5.15. To walk circumſpettly, not as fools, 
as wiſe, redeeming the time, or the ſeaſon. 

Now mans ſeaſon it is in general the fruit of his bei 
in this world, or that day of grace that is in his hand, 
which he is to make aſe of, to get acquaintaxce with 
God, and to lay up for himſelf 4 good foundation againſt 
the time to come: which no man is doing, but he alone that 
is faithfully ſerving God, 

4. It is wiſdom to ſubject a man's felf to that Lord, 
that hath a true Ritt to him; to whom of Right he 

ſubjection a vice. And a wiſe man will not 
willingly ſubject himſelf to any that upon no account 
bath Right to him : A ſervant willingly ſubjects him- 
ſelf to his own Maſter, and « child to his own Fa- 
ther, for they fee they have a Right to them; but not to 
ſtrangers. 
Now he that is ſerving the Lord, he ſubjects himſelf to 
that Maſter that hath a true Right to his ſervice : where- 
as now carnal men ſubject themſelves to ———— 
atan, 
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Satan, and fleſhly lufts, Ge. chat have no Righe at all 
0 which as it is their ſin, ſo it is their 
fol . 

* It is wiſdom to make iſion for the future: 
a ſool only looks at what i jul befoce bim; but a wiſe 
man is able to ſee a far off. Now he that looks beyond 
this, 7 , this preſent time, and is making proviſion 
for eternity, this is the wiſe man ; and no man doth this, 
but he that in good earneſt is ſerving the Lord. 

But then eſpecially it is the wiſdom of Magiſtrates to 
ſerve the Lord; and I will ſhew it only in theſe two par- 
ticulars, 1, It will be their ſtability. And 2. Their 


a: . 

1. This will be their Stabiliiy. Nothing doth more 
eftabliſh Common-wealths and Kingdoms, then when the 
Power and Authority of thoſe that fit at Stern is impro- 
ved for the Lord. As God told Solomon, 2 Chron. 7. 
17, 18. If thou wilt walk, before me as David thy Father, 
and ds according to all that Icommanded thee, and obſerve 

Statutes and Judgements : What then ? Then will 1 
eſtabliſb the Throne 7 thy Kingdom, &c. Put (he adds) 
If you turn away, then will I pluck you up by the root out of 
my Land, &c. 

Yea, he makes ſuch a promiſe to Feroboaw, 1 King 11. 
38. If thou will wall in my ways, and do that which 15 
right in my ſight, and keep my Statutes, &c. Then I will 
be with thee, and build thee a ſure Houſe. 

I need not tell you in what a zorrering condition the Na- 
tion ſtands, how it is ſhaken by diviſions, and what a diſ- 
contented 3 is working every where: now if any thing 
in the world do eſtabliſh us, I do not ſay, take it from me, 
but take it from the God of Truth, it muſt be a holy ſub- 
jection to the Lord, and an hearty ſerving his Will, his 
— and his Providence, with what Talents he encruſts 
us with. 
2+ This will be their Proſperity. It was the counſel 
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that David gave Solomen at his death, and therefore ſure 
had weight init, 1 Kings 2. 3. Keep the charge of the Lord 
thy God, and walk in bus Ways, &c- what then ? That 
rhow mayſ# proſper in all that thou doſk, and whitherſoever 
thou turneft thy ſelf. What can be more plain? 

So that now ( Honowred and Beloved ) ye ſee what is 
the way to have Counſel,and direction come in upon you; 
and ſucceſſe and proſperity to follow you in your Affairs; 
and what will be found to be wi/dow , when all wicked 
and Machiavilian. Policy, which hath too much acted 
the Counſels of men, and the power of the world ſhall be 
diſcovered to be but meer folly in the end. 

Now is it not an unſeemly thing to fee a ( unſel with · 
out wiſdom , and a ( briiZian Counſel! without Chriſtian 
wiſdom ? 

Thus I have done, yet only give me leave to add theſe 
two words by way of enforcement upon the whole. 

1. Conſider that your day is ſhort. The day of your 
life is ſhort ; but your day of ſervice may be ſhorter. 
And therefore, hat ever your hand findeth to de, do it 
with your might, Eccleſ. 9. 10. Which is the Counſel of 
Solomon, the wiſeſt Prince, and State: man that ever ſate 
upon Throne: And as he Counſelled , fo he practized. 
For with what vigour and induſtry did he manage that 
great work which was in his hand , of building che houſe 
of God. So that he finiſht it in ſeven years, and an half, 
as you may eaſily compure it if you read the 1 Kings 6. 
But he was thirteen yeares in building his own houſe, 
1 Kings 7. 1. which is recorded not for his diſparage- 
ment, but his commendation , that he followed the work 
of Gods Houſe with greater vigour, then his own houſe : 
A good pattern for our imitation. 

Yea we have the example of one greater then Solomon, 
even Chrift himſelf, for the improvement of our day, 
John 10. 4. Imuſt work the works of him that ſent me while 
it is day, the night cometh wherein no man can work, 

The natural day was appoi = for work, ſo is the day 
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of life, the day of grace, and the day of ſervice; and when 
the night comes upon any of theſe dayes, then is the time 
of work ceaſed, with you; with me, and with all men. 

And is not this day ſhort at longeſt ? and much of it is 
already paſt z and that which remains, flees faſter away 
then an Eagle in the Ayr, or an Arrow from the Bow of 
the mighty. Therefore let me beſeech you, to be walking, 
and working, and living apace, for the ſhadows of the 
evening will ſuddenly be upon you. 

2. Conſider laftly, chat your account is haſtening, when 
Ten muſt give an account of our Stewardſhip, and br no lon 
ger Stewards. 

And ſtand naked at the Bar of Chriſt deveſted of all 
your external Ornaments, whether, Riches, Power, Ho- 
nour, greatneſs, and the like, and every one give c- 
count of himieif unto the Lord. | 

And the Judgement will not proceed ſo much upon this 
or that particulat action, as what hath been the main end, 
and Seopr of your life. Whether you have been /iving to 
Chrilt or to your ſelves. ren 

Thoſe that now can ſummon others to and at their har 
muſt ere long ſtund at the bar of Chrift- themſelves ;* 
gire up their accounts to him that is the Great and only 
Pottrmee; the Supream Judg of the World; from whom 
there is no appeal, and apainſt whom there is no refi» 
ſtance : according to the Judgment they receive 


there, ſo to ſtand , either fen or Cindemnrd for 
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